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CHAPTER 4  CONSTRUCTION LICENSING, SIGNS, PERMITS AND REGULATION 
 
SEC 4.01.  BUILDING CODE.  (Ord. 95-6; Repealed, Ord. 97, Second Series, 1-20-09; Added, Ord. 
97, Second Series, 1-20-09) 

 
Subd. 1.  Codes Adopted by Reference.  The Minnesota State Building Code, as adopted by the 

Commissioner of Labor and Industry pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 326B, including all of the 
amendments, rules and regulations established, adopted and published from time to time by the 
Minnesota Commissioner of Labor and Industry, through the Building Codes and Standards Unit is 
hereby adopted by reference with the exception of the optional chapters, unless specifically adopted in 
this Section.  The Minnesota State Building Code is hereby incorporated in this Section as if fully set out 
herein. 

 
Subd. 2.  Application, Administration and Enforcement.  The application, administration, and 

enforcement of the Code shall be in accordance with Minnesota State Building Code.  The Code shall be 
enforced within the extraterritorial limits permitted by Minnesota Statutes, Section 326B.121, when so 
established by this Section.  This Code shall be enforced by the Minnesota Certified Building Official 
designated by the City to administer the code pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 326B.133, 
Subdivision 1. 

 
Subd. 3.  Permits and Fees.  The issuance of permits and the collection of fees shall be as 

authorized in Minnesota Rules, Chapter 1300, Permit fees shall be assessed for work governed by this 
Code in accordance with the fee schedule adopted by the City.  In addition, a surcharge fee shall be 
collected on all permits issued for work governed by this Code in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 326B.148. 

 
Subd. 4.  Violations and Penalties.  A violation of the Code is a misdemeanor pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 326B.082, Subdivision 16. 
 
Subd. 5.  Minnesota Electrical Act.  (Added, Ord. 111, Second Series, 12-07-11) 
 

Section 1. Authority to inspect.  The City of Pine Island hereby provides for the 
inspection of all electrical installations, pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 326B.36. subd.6. 

 
Section 2. Adopted by reference.  The Minnesota Electrical Act, as adopted by the 

Commissioner of Labor and Industry pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 326B, Sections 326B.31 to 326B.399.  The Minnesota Electrical 
Act is hereby incorporated into this ordinance as if fully set out herein.  
The Minnesota State Building Code incorporates by reference the 
National Electrical Code pursuant to Minn. R. 1315.0020.  All such 
codes incorporated herein by reference constitute the electrical code of 
the City of Pine Island. 
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Section 3. Compliance.  All electrical installations shall comply with the 
requirements of the electrical code of the City of Pine Island and this 
ordinance. 

 
Section 4. Permits and fees.  The issuance of permits and the collection of fees 

shall be as authorized in Minnesota Statutes 326B.37.  Any inspection or 
handling fees will be payable to the City of Pine Island in accordance 
with the existing fee structure. 

 
Section 5. Notice and appeal.  All notices of violations and orders issued under this 

ordinance shall be in conformance with Minn. Stat. § 326B.36, subd. 4. 
 
Section 6. Violations and penalties.  A violation of the Minnesota Electrical Act is 

a misdemeanor.  (M.S. 326B.082, subd. 16). 
 
Section 7. Sunset.  This ordinance shall be in effect upon adoption and revoked by 

future action of the City Council of the City of Pine Island. 
 
SEC. 4.02. BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED. It is unlawful for any person to erect, construct, 
enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert, or demolish any building or structure, or any part 
or portion thereof, including, but not limited to, the plumbing, electrical, ventilating, heating or air 
conditioning systems therein, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a separate building or 
mechanical permit for each such building, structure or mechanical components from the City.  (7-1-90) 
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SEC. 4.03. PERMITS AND FEES.  (Ord. 95-6, 4-27-95; Repealed, Ord. 97, Second Series, 1-20-09) 
 
SEC. 4.04. PERMITS AND SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MOVING BUILDINGS. 
 

Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the meanings 
stated: 
 

A. "Highway" means a public thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is a State 
trunk highway, County State-aid highway, or County road. 

 
B. "Street" means a public thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is not a State 

trunk highway, County State-aid highway or County road. 
 
C. "Moving Permit" means a document allowing the use of a street or highway for 

the purpose of moving a building. 
 
D. "Highway Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on a highway 

for which a fee is charged which does not include route approval, but does include regulation of activities 
which do not involve the use of the highway; which activities include, but are not limited to, repairs or 
alterations to a municipal utility required by reason of such movement. 

 
E. "Street Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on a street for 

which a fee is charged which does include route approval, together with use of the street and activities 
including, but not limited to, repairs or alterations to a municipal utility required by reason of such 
movement. 

 
F. "Combined Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on both a 

street and a highway. 
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Subd. 2.  Application.  The application for a moving permit shall state the dimensions, weight, 
and approximate loaded height of the structure or building proposed to be moved, the places from which 
and to which it is to be moved, the route to be followed, the dates and times of moving and parking, the 
name and address of the mover, and the municipal utility and public property repairs or alterations that 
will be required by reason of such movement. In the case of a street moving permit or combined moving 
permit the application shall also state the size and weight of the structure or building proposed to be 
moved and the street alterations or repairs that will be required by reason of such movement. 

 
Subd. 3.  Permit and Fee.  The moving permit shall state date or dates of moving, hours, 

routing, movement and parking. Permits shall be issued only for moving buildings by building movers 
licensed by the State of Minnesota, except that a permit may be issued to a person moving their own 
building, or a person moving a building which does not exceed 16 feet in width, 24 feet in length, or 14 
feet in loaded height. Provided, that any person moving their own building under the foregoing provision 
shall be responsible for all damages to property, public or private. Fees to be charged shall be separate 
for each of the following: (1) a moving permit fee to cover use of streets and route approval, and (2) a fee 
equal to the anticipated amount required to compensate the City for any municipal utility and public 
property (other than streets) repairs or alterations occasioned by such movement. All permit fees shall be 
paid in advance of issuance. 

 
Subd. 4.  Building Permit and Code Compliance.  Before any building is moved from one 

location to another within the City, or from a point of origin without the City to a destination within the 
City, regardless of the route of movement, it shall be inspected and a building permit shall have been 
issued for at least the work necessary to bring it into full compliance with the State Building Code. 

 
Subd. 5.  Unlawful Acts. 

 
A. It is unlawful for any person to move a building on any street without a moving 

permit from the City. 
 
B. It is unlawful for any person to move a building on any highway without a 

highway moving permit from the City. 
 
C. It is unlawful to move any building (including a manufactured home) if the point 

of origin or destination (or both) is within the City, and regardless of the route of movement, without 
having paid in full all real and personal property taxes, special assessments and municipal utility charges 
due on the premises of origin and filing written proof of such payment with the City. 
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SEC. 4.05.  UNDERGROUND UTILITY CONSTRUCTION. 
 

Subd. 1.  Underground Construction Required.  All utility lines hereafter installed, 
constructed or otherwise placed within the City for electric, telephone, TV cable or other like or similar 
services to serve residential, commercial and industrial customers in newly platted areas, and which 
utilize metallic conductors to carry electric current, whether owned, installed or constructed by the 
supplier, consumer or any party, shall be installed and placed underground, subject only to the exceptions 
hereinafter stated; however, above-ground placement, construction, modification or replacement of 
meters, gauges, transformers, street lighting and service connection pedestals shall be allowed. The 
requirements of this Section shall apply equally outside of the corporate limits of the City coincident with 
City jurisdiction of platting, subdivision regulation or comprehensive planning as may now or in the 
future be allowed by law. All companies installing and operating lines such as those described herein 
shall be referred to as "utility companies" for purposes of this Section. 

 
Subd. 2.  Exceptions to Application.  The following exceptions to the strict applicability of this 

Section shall be allowed upon the conditions stated: 
 

A. Transmission Lines.  Above-ground placement, construction, modification or 
replacement of those lines commonly referred to as "high voltage transmission lines" upon which the 
conductor's normal operating voltage equals or exceeds 23,000 volts (phase to phase) shall be allowed; 
provided, however, that 60 days prior to commencement of construction of such a project, the City shall 
be furnished notice of the proposed project and, upon request, the utility company involved shall furnish 
any relevant information regarding such project to the City. This Section shall not be construed as 
waiving the requirements of any other ordinance or regulation of the City as the same may apply to any 
such proposed project. 

 
B. Technical and Economic Feasibility.  Above-ground placement, construction, 

modification or replacement of lines shall be allowed in residential, commercial and industrial areas 
where the Council, following consideration and recommendation by the Planning Commission, finds 
that: 

 
1. Underground placement would place an undue financial burden upon the 

landowner or the utility company or deprive the landowner of the preservation and enjoyment of 
substantial property rights; or, 

 
2. Underground placement is impractical or not technically feasible due to 

topographical, subsoil or other existing conditions which adversely affect underground utility placement. 
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C. Temporary Service.  Above-ground placement of temporary service lines shall 
only be allowed: 
 

1. During the new construction of any project for a period not to exceed 24 
months; 

 
2. During any emergency to safeguard lives or property within the City; 
 
3. For a period of not more than seven months when soil conditions make 

excavation impractical. 
 

Subd. 3.  Repair and Maintenance of Existing Installations.  Nothing in this Section shall be 
construed to prevent repair, maintenance, replacement or modification of existing overhead utility lines. 

 
Subd. 4.  Developer Responsibility.  All owners, platters or developers are responsible for 

complying with the requirements of this Section, and prior to the final approval of any plat or 
development plan, shall submit to the Planning Commission written instruments from the appropriate 
utility companies showing that all necessary arrangements with said companies for installation of such 
utilities have been made. 

 
Subd. 5.  Placement. 

 
A. All utility lines shall be placed within appropriate easements or dedicated public 

ways so as to cause minimum conflict with other underground services. Whenever feasible, all utilities 
shall be placed within the same trench. 

 
B. All utility companies shall submit annually to the Building Inspector current 

maps revealing locations of underground installations, whether such installations were installed prior to 
the effective date of this Section or hereafter.  (7-1-90) 
 
SEC. 4.06.  CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY.  The City hereby extends its enforcement of the State 
Building Code to contiguous unincorporated territory two miles distant from the corporate limits of the 
City in all directions.  (Ord. 95-6, 4-27-95) 
 
 

(Sections 4.07 through 4.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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SEC. 4.10.  SIGN REGULATIONS.  (CODIFIER'S NOTE: Sign Regulations now found in 
Chapter 11 of the City Code, Section 11.71.) 
 

(Sections 4.11 through 4.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
SEC. 4.20.  ADDITIONAL STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS. 
 

Subd. 1.  Foundations.  Any structure designed to be used as a dwelling shall be placed on a 
foundation constructed of masonry, concrete or treated wood. All footings supporting the foundation 
shall be constructed of solid masonry or concrete, except a treated wood foundation shall be on a treated 
wood footing, placed at a minimum depth of three feet six inches below the finished grade. Provided, that 
this Subdivision shall not apply to a building constructed on a reinforced concrete slab if such slab forms 
the ground floor of the dwelling.  (7-1-90) 

 
Subd. 2.  Exterior of All Buildings.  The exposed exterior of all buildings shall be brick, solid 

masonry or concrete, or colored steel, wood or masonite siding. 
 
Subd. 3.  Exception.  This Section shall not apply to manufactured homes in manufactured 

home parks licensed by the State. 
 

(Sections 4.21 through 4.29, inclusive, reserved for future Expansion.) 
 
 
SEC. 4.30.  INSTALLATION OF RAPID ACCESS KEY BOXES, KEY SWITCHES, SECURITY 
PADLOCKS, AND SECURITY CONNECTION CAPS. 
 

Subd. 1.  Purpose.  It is the intention of the City of Pine Island to establish a uniform system to 
allow the Pine Island Fire Department to access structures while preventing damage through forceful 
entry and to allow swift access to structures when not occupied or the occupant is not able or available to 
provide access. 

 
Subd. 2.  Definitions.   

 
FIRE OFFICIAL:  shall refer to the Fire Chief or his designee 
 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY:  shall refer to the person(s) charged with the responsibility for the 

occupancy. 
 
KEY BOX: shall refer to a UL type box, size and style, approved by the Fire Official. 
 
KEY SWITCH:  shall refer to a UL type switch, approved by the Fire Official. 
 
SECURITY CAP:  shall refer to an FDC Cap approved by the Fire Official 
 
SECURITY PADLOCK:  shall refer to a UL type padlock approved by the Fire Official. 
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Subd. 3.  Application: 
 

A. MANDATORY KEY BOXES FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION AND 
STANDPIPE SYSTEMS. 
When a building is protected by an automatic fire suppression and/or standpipe system, it shall be 
equipped with a Key Box, installed at a location approved by the Fire Official. 
 

B. MANDATORY KEY BOXES FOR AUTOMATIC ALARM SYSTEMS. 
When a building is protected by an automatic alarm system and or access to or within a building, or an 
area within that building, is unduly difficult because of secured openings, and where immediate access is 
necessary for life saving or firefighting purposes, it shall be equipped with a Key Box, to be installed at a 
location approved by the Fire Official. 
 

C. AUTOMATIC GATES. 
When a property is accessed through a gate or cross arm by means of a key or swipe card, it shall be 
equipped with a Key Switch, to be installed at a location approved by the Fire Official. 
 

D. SECURITY PADLOCK. 
When a property is protected by a locked fence or gate and where immediate access to the property is 
necessary for life saving and firefighting purposes, it shall be equipped with a Security Padlock, to be 
installed at a location approved by the Fire Official.  It shall then be the responsibility of the Responsible 
Party to see that the fence or gate is secured properly, so that the Security Padlock is accessible. 
 

E. CONSTRUCTION SITES. 
When a construction site is to be secured by a locked fence or gate, that site will fall under Section 2 
Subsection D, during the duration of construction, or until said fence or gate is removed.  The Security 
Padlock will be obtained by placing a security deposit with the Deputy Clerk of the City of Pine Island, 
in an amount set to cover replacement of said Security Padlock should it be lost or damaged.  Once the 
deposit has been made, a Fire Official will come to the construction site and explain the use of the 
Security Padlock to any persons needing knowledge of its operation, and secure the Security Padlock.  It 
shall then be the responsibility of the construction company to see that the fence or gate is secured 
properly, so that the Security Padlock is accessible. 
 

F. SECURITY CAPS. 
When a building is protected by an automatic sprinkler and/or standpipe system and the fire department 
connection is exposed to undue vandalism the Fire Official may require that a Security Cap be installed. 
 

G. NON-APPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN DWELLINGS. 
This ordinance shall not apply to one and two family dwellings. 
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H. KEY BOX CONTENTS. 
The Key Boxes shall contain, but not be limited to, the following items as designated by the Fire Official. 
 

1. Labeled Keys to locked points of egress, whether in interior or exterior 
of such buildings. 

2. Labeled Keys to the locked mechanical rooms. 
 
3. Labeled Keys to any fence or secured areas, not covered in Subd. 3., 

Subsections C, D, or E. 
 
4. Labeled Keys to any other areas that may be required by the Fire 

Official. 
 
5. A card containing the emergency contact people and phone numbers for 

such building. 
 
6. Floor plans of the rooms within the building may also be required, 

showing locations of shut offs. 
 
7. Hazardous Materials information may also be required. 
 

I. ALERT DECALS. 
Alert Decals approved by the Fire Official, to alert fire companies of the presence of security features 
covered by this ordinance, will be displayed on any outside doors, or windows as designated by the Fire 
Official. 
 

J. COMPLIANCE. 
All newly constructed buildings, not yet occupied or buildings currently under construction and all 
buildings or businesses applying for a certificate of occupancy, and/or building permits will be required 
to comply with this ordinance.  The cost of purchasing and installing, along with any cost associated with 
implementation of the program at a specific property will be borne by the Responsible Party. 
 

Subd. 4.  Violations:  A person who violates a provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, provided that no person shall be convicted unless such person has been given written 
notice of the violation and a reasonable time to comply. 
 

(Sections 4.31 through 4.98, inclusive, reserved for future Expansion.) 
 

 
SEC. 4.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, subdivision, 
paragraph or provision of this Chapter when they perform an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
or fail to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or perform an act prohibited or 
declared unlawful or fail to act when such failure is prohibited or declared unlawful by a Code adopted 
by reference by this Chapter, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except 
as otherwise stated in specific provisions hereof.  (7-1-90) 
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