CITY OF PINE ISLAND
250 SOUTH MAIN STREET
PINE ISLAND, MN 55963

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Saturday, May 18th, 2019
Let’s Go Tacos-212 S Main St
7:30 AM
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III.

ADMINISTRATION & LEGAL
A. Request for Tobacco License at Gas N Go located on 100 North Main Street
B. Discuss Letter of Support for the Prairie Island Indian Tribe
C. Council to Discuss Current and Future Plans for the City of Pine Island

V.

ADJOURN

All Council Meetings are audio tape-recorded and video is streamed to the internet.
Pine Island City Council Agenda is available on line:
City Council agendas and support documents available in electronic form and are posted
on the Pine Island City Web Site www.pineislandmn.com under GOVERNMENT TAB
in .pdf file format.
* ITEMS LISTED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA ARE CONSIDERED ROUTINE. THERE WILL BE NO
SEPARATE DISCUSSION ON THESE ITEMS UNLESS A COUNCIL MEMBER, CITY STAFF, OR CITIZEN
REQUESTS, IN WHICH CASE, THE ITEM WILL BE CONSIDERED IN ITS NORMAL SEQUENCE ON THE
AGENDA. If you need special accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact City Hall at 507-356-4591
at least five (5) business days before the meeting.

May 18th, 2019
Rep. Jim Hagedorn
Re:

Support for the Prairie Island Indian Community

Dear Mr. Hagedorn,
On behalf of Mayor Rod Steele and the Pine Island City Council, we are reaching out to
you today in support of the Prairie island Indian Community and its effort to obtain additional
reservation lands near Pine Island, Minnesota. Due to major Federal infrastructure projects, the
safety and security of this tribe and its reservation land at Prairie Island has become imperiled.
We are writing to you seeking a legislative solution to this issue.
Minnesota has long been the ancestral home of the Prairie Island Community--long
before European settlement. The existing location of the Tribe’s reservation land, located along
the Mississippi River, has been adversely impacted by Lock and Dam No. 3 which has caused
ongoing flooding of significant portions of Tribal lands.
In addition to flooding, the operation of the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant—
approximately 600 yards from the reservation—has compounded the threat to the safety and
security of the Prairie Island Indian Community. Indeed, no other community in the nation is
closer to a nuclear power plant. The federal government further exacerbated the threat by
authorizing the placement of 1.6 million pounds of spent nuclear fuel, stored in 44 casks with
an additional 54 casks by 2034. Complicating matters even more, there is only one public access
road into and out of Prairie Island—which is often blocked by rail traffic. As you can see, this is a
public safety concern in terms of not only evacuation, should it become necessary, but also
delaying public safety responses to routine emergencies as well as man-made and natural
disasters.
The Prairie island Indian Community has purchased land, formerly known as “Elk Run” in
Pine Island, Minnesota, to remedy these threats and settle subsequent claims against the
federal government for enabling them. Congressional confirmation of this land as an additional

reservation for the Tribe would ensure the long-term safety and security of the Tribe and its
people.
The City of Pine Island believes that the Tribe is committed to working closely with the
community and in partnership with our regional stakeholders to bring much needed jobs and
substantial development of this property as well as economic development to the region. We
believe that the purchase and development of this property is a winning scenario, not only for
the community of Pine Island, but the region as well. The Mayor and Council of the City of Pine
Island respectfully asks you to support the enactment of appropriate federal legislation to
confirm the reservation status of these lands.
Thank you for your work on behalf of the great state of Minnesota.

Sincerely,
Mayor Rod Steele
Mayor Pro Tempore David Friese
Council Member Jason Johnson
Council Member Mike Hildenbrand
Council Member Kelly Liebold

